Facundo Escobar
The reason behind Pope Francis visit to Argentina in 2020
The deadline is delimited by the Primary, Open, Simultaneous and Mandatory (PASO, by its Spanish acronym) election. If the Pope announces his return to Argentina, it should be before PASO to avoid political controversy. If he does not, even though the Pope would like to return to his homeland, it is rather unlikely that he may do so in 2020.
	Pope Francis has decided to travel to Japan and Sudan in 2020 and if he does go back to Argentina, he should make space for the trip in the official Vatican schedule. The papal schedule is not set in stone; however, making changes entails a heavy bureaucratic procedure that annoys even the Pope.
	Bearing this in mind, Pope Francis should announce his trip before the Vatican’s beginning of summer holidays and before PASO election in Argentina. He won’t make stops and he will stay in Santa Marta, but Vatican bureaucrats will need to adjust normal procedures in order to avoid protocol inconveniences during an international travel.
	Regarding domestic policy, the Pope’s decision is clear and easy to understand: if Alberto Fernández and Cristina Fernández de Kirchner ticket win the election, and Francis announces his return right afterwards, that decision will be understood as unspoken support for the Peronist party.
